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More Than A Statue to God

Remembrance Day/Veterans’ Day Sermon 
by Gary Simpson 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 (adapted from the Moffatt Bible) 
And now, Israel, what is the Eternal your God asking from 
you but to reverence the Eternal your God, always to live 
God's life, to love God, to worship the Eternal your God with 
all of your mind and all of your heart, and to obey the orders 
and rules of the Eternal which I am enjoining upon you for 
your own good this day? 

Deuteronomy 10:17-21 (adapted from the Moffatt Bible) 

For the Eternal your God is the supreme God, the supreme 
Lord, the great God, mighty and awful, never partial, never to 
be bribed; God secures justice for the orphan and the widow, 
and God loves an alien, giving him food and clothing. Love 
the alien, then: for once you were aliens yourselves in the 
land of Egypt. You must reverence the Eternal your God; you 
must worship God, you must be loyal to God, and by God's 
name you shall swear. God is whom you must praise; God is 
your God, who has done for you the great and awful deeds 
which you saw with your own eyes. 

What we do here today is just one way that we can show support 
for members of the armed forces and for our veterans.  But we 
should not let our support end after this morning’s program.  We 
can also show support by joining the Legion and by engaging in 
activism to help ensure that our veterans receive the support and 
assistance that they need.  When we stand with our serving 
members and when we stand with our veterans, every day is 
Remembrance Day.  

I believe that we can remember, honor and celebrate the lives and 
accomplishments of many people who served in the armed forces 
and those who perform essential emergency services, without 
glorifying war. 

Canada has a proud tradition as peace keepers.  Our members of 

�1

CREATED GAY 
Queer News | Resources | Devotions 

Contents 

• Page 1 - More Than a Statue to God 

• Page 1 - Book Review - Coming In 

• Page 2 - Book Review - His Own 
Way Out 

• Page 3 - Book review - Boy Erase 

Book Review:  Coming 
In 

Author: Urs Mattmann 
Title: Coming In: Gays and Lesbians 
Reclaiming the Spiritual Journey 
Publisher: Wild Goose Publications 
Year: 2006 
Length: 230 pages
Available:  Amazon

Urs Mattmann, is a social worker, a 
counsellor, a spiritual director and a 
workshop leader. He states that the 
main focus of the book is to help show 
the potential homosexuality offers for 
pe rsona l g row th and sp i r i t ua l 
development.

For Mattmann, homosexuality is a gift 
that includes far more than a person's 
sexual orientation. Gay and lesbian 
people are encouraged to discover and 
express their gifts.
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the armed forces are honored when we think about peace-keeping, 
which we will be doing today.  I suspect that those who have seen 
combat, those who know the horrors and the human cost of war, 
want us to pursue peace and to consider war only when it is 
absolutely necessary. 

Perhaps, the best way we can honor the people who proudly served 
Canada on Remembrance Day is to search our lives and hearts, in an 
attempt to know, to understand others, because our efforts could help us 
reduce fear, can build bridges of understanding and can wage peace.   

After the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Community, there 
was an increase in intolerance and hate crimes.  A news article from July 
of 2017 carries the headline “Brexit Vote sees Highest Spike in Religious 
and Racial Hate Crimes Ever Recorded.”   The article informs us that 1

police figures showed a 23% increase in hate crime reports in the 11 
months after the referendum took place.  2

This sad trend is not limited to the United Kingdom.  Since the 2016 
United States election, reported hate crimes increased by 20%.   The 3

Canadian statistics that I was able find are not quite as severe looking, but 
hate crimes appear to be on the increase here too.  In 2017, violent hate 
crimes were up by 16% and hate crimes on the basis of sexual orientation 
were up from 2016.  Overall reported hate crimes in Canada were up by 4

about 3% in 2016.  5

Fear and hate can be the basis of war.  We are much more reluctant to go 
to war with people who we know and understand than with those we have 
othered.  Othering is when we classify a person or a group of people as 
‘not one of us’, which makes it easier for us to treat people as “less 

 May Bulman.  “Brexit Vote sees Highest Spike in Religious and Racial Hate Crimes 1
Ever Recorded.  07 July 2017, 28 Oct 2018.   
<www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/racist-hate-crimes-surge-to-record-
high-after-brexit-vote-new-figures-reveal-a7829551.html%3famp>.

 Bulman.  <www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/racist-hate-crimes-surge-2
to-record-high-after-brexit-vote-new-figures-reveal-a7829551.html%3famp>.

 Grant Smith and Daniel Trotta.  “U.S. Hate Crimes up 20 Percent in 2016 Fueled by 3
Election Campaign-Report.”  13 Mar, 2017, 28 Oct 2018.  <reuters.com/article/amp/
idUSKBN16L0BO>.

 “Police-reported Hate Crime, 2016.”  28 Nov 2017, 28 Oct 2018.  Stats Canada.  4
<https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/171128/dq171128d-eng.htm>.

 “Police-reported Hate Crime, 2016.”  <https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-5

quotidien/171128/dq171128d-eng.htm>.
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Book Review:  Coming 
In continued 

In Coming In, Mattmann provides 
excellent resources, including books, 
websites and organizations. The end 
of chapters have thought questions, 
suggested activities and a prayer. 
Mattmann shares some insights from 
profound LGBTQ authors. 

This book is of value to gay and 
lesbian people of faith and to spiritual 
leaders. The book can provide ideas 
for talks and workshops.  

Resource lists can quickly become 
dated. Do not let any dated material in 
the resources portion of the book 
discourage you from reading a book 
that can help you grow.  

Book Review:  His 
Own Way OUT 

Title:  His Own Way OUT 
Author:  Taylor Saracen 
Publisher:  13 Red Media 
Year:  2018 
Length:  227 pages 

For many years, porn stars were role 
models in the LGBT community.  Only 
people who earned their living from 
LGBT people could afford to be very 
public about their sexuality.  Male porn 
stars still have a big following among 
gay and bisexual men.  Blake Mitchell 
is a bisexual man who is a porn actor. I 
first learned of Blake Mitchell after he 
was a guest on Davey Wavey’s You 
Tube channel.  When I learned that 
there was a book about Blake Mitchell, 
I was interested in getting the book. 
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human, and less worthy of respect and dignity, than we are.”   When we 6

other people, we might not deem them to be worthy of having a good job, 
of being a neighbor, of being a colleague, of being able to worship God.  
And discrimination can result.  The ultimate othering is when we consider a 
group of people to be worthy of death. 

War, poverty and political oppression continue to displace people.  Seeing 
large numbers of people migrating can be frightening.  Hearing political 
speeches intended to invoke fear of immigrants contributes to fear of 
aliens.  And our fear can cause us to other migrant groups. 

Verses 17 and 18 indicate that God does not take bribes, does not play 
favorites, while upholding the interests of the fatherless and while providing 
for aliens.   God is seen as entering human history to “protect the rights of 
the marginalized”.   A case can be made that these two verses provide a 7

theological basis that social ethics are the imitation of God.   The need to 8

protect the marginalized and aliens is so important that it is part of the daily 
Jewish liturgy.  Daily, devout Jewish people are reminded that they were 
once aliens and slaves and they are reminded that they have a duty to treat 
the marginalized and aliens with respect. 

Verse 19 Love the alien, then: for once you were aliens 
yourselves in the land of Egypt. 

There is a tendency for people who view themselves as God’s 
chosen people to forget God’s compassion for other people  and to 9

act as if only they deserve God’s blessings.  As a result, outsiders 
and people who are othered are treated as misfits, as deplorable, 
not as people made in the image of God.  The man who is 
suspected of sending explosive devices to the Obamas, to the 
Clintons and to other critics of President Trump probably othered 
members of the Democratic Party.  The man who killed 11 people in 
the Tree of Life Synagogue is likely to have othered Jewish people.  
Those who have posted threats agains our Premier on social media 
probably othered New Democrats.   

When the children of Israel were slaves in Egypt, God rescued them 

 Jeff.  “Othering 101: What Is ‘Othering’?” There are No Others.  n.d. 28 Oct 2018.  6
<therearenoothers.wordpress.com/2011/12/28/othering-101-what-is-othering/amp/>.

 Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds. The Jewish Study Bible.  (New York:  7
Oxford Univ. Press, 2004), 388-389.

 Berlin and Brettler, (2004), 388.8

 Kent Dobson.  Teachings of the Torah:, Weaving Jewish History with the Christian 9

Faith.  (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 2014), 245.
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Book Review continued 
-His Own Way OUT 

In His Own Way OUT, we follow the life 
of Blake Mitchell after he is outed as a 
bisexual in high school.  We learn of his 
attempts to be accepted, of his mistakes 
and of his attempts to find a financially 
viable career.  Love and romance is 
included in the book, because they are 
part of Blake’s life.  All romantic 
encounters are tasteful and no detailed, 
graphic descriptions of sex appear in the 
book. 

His Own Way OUTis a novel, not a 
biography.  The publisher’s note states, 
“This is a work of fiction.”  As with any 
novel, determining what might be 
biographical from what is fiction can be 
challenging.  What you are getting when 
you read His Own Way OUTis a sense of 
what it can be like for a bisexual youth, 
living in a conservative and a rural region 
of the southern United States. 

There are not many books where the 
main character is bisexual and that 
makes this book valuable.  This easy 
read may be of value of gay and bisexual 
youth and young adults, who may have 
seen very little that represents their 
experiences. 

Book Review - Boy 
Erased  

Title:  Boy Erased (the book) 
Author:  Garrard Conley 
Publisher: Riverhead Books 
Year: 2016 
Length: 338 pages 

Garrard’s father is preparing to be a 
Baptist minister at the same time that 
Garrard is dealing with the fallout from 
being outed by the person who sexually 
assaulted him.  In Boy Erased, we follow 
the story of Garrard, a young, gay college 
student, as he goes through therapy that 
aims to change his sexual orientation.   

This story is challenging to read, because 
it highlights Garrard, as he struggles to 
live by the highly restrictive rules of the 
Love in Action program, as he struggles 
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from slavery and God provided their needs.  God asks the 10

children of Israel to follow God’s example and to love the aliens in 
their land.   From Calvary, where the Son died, we get the sense 11

that God is a co-sufferer with us.  God is just as much a co-sufferer 
with those I may dislike and to those that I may other as God is 
with me. 

Verse 18 indicates that God provides justice, food and clothing to 
us, to those who have no families, to single parents and to aliens.  
God loves those we like, those we dislike, those we fear and God 
loves those who are other enough to labor for justice on their 
behalf and to provide for them.  This points to the fact that we don’t 
own God and that we have no exclusive to market God’s love.   

At times, God calls us to move beyond the old fears, beyond the 
old hate, beyond the pictures of who the others are and to move 
past our othering of those who are different.  God calls us to be a 
living temple, to be a living sanctuary, to be a living, breathing 
place of safety.  As a living sanctuary, your actions show people 
you meet that you are a safe place, that fearful people can feel 
safe around you, that weary people can rest in your presence and 
people can hear the Spirit tell them, “Welcome home!” when they 
are near you. 

According to the Genesis creation accounts, everyone reflects 
God's image "and has infinite worth."   Wait, it gets better.  In 12

ancient times, the monarchs were considered to be the "image of 
their god on earth."   An artist would create busts or statues of the 13

monarch and the statues would be located in “remote parts of his 
empire.”   The statues declared the region was under the 14

emperor’s power.  15

God placed humans as living symbols of God that represent God’s 

 The point is made that God supplied the children of Israel with provisions in NKJV 10

Study Bible.  (Nashville:  Thomas Nelson, 2015), 200.

 NKJV Study Bible.  (2015), 200.11

 Kent Dobson.  Teachings of the Torah:, Weaving Jewish History with the Christian 12
Faith.  (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 2014), 7.

 Dobson (2014), 7.13

 NKJV Study Bible.  (2015), 2.14

 NKJV Study Bible.  (2015), 2.15
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as he struggles to find family patterns that 
might have caused him to be gay and as 
he struggles to regularly document his 
sexual sins.  At one point, Garrard finds 
himself thinking that God is a bully. 

While the movie Boy Erased may 
overshadow the book , there are 
advantages in reading the book.  A movie 
is often watched in one sitting, which 
might be emotionally heavy for some 
people.  Because it is possible to easily 
put a book down and to resume reading 
later, some people will prefer to read the 
book.  In the book, it is easy to highlight 
important parts and to jot down notes.  

At the time that this review is being 
written, a number of American states and 
cities and several Canadian provinces 
have passed laws restricting therapy that 
attempts to change a person’s sexual 
orientation or to change a person’s gender 
identity.  Either the book or the movie Boy 
Erased could be given to politicians who 
are deciding if they should support a ban 
on conversion therapy.  The book might 
make a good addition to the library of 
ministers.  

Book Review - continued -
Boy Erased 
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reign.   16

•You are the image of God. 
•You are a living statue of God. 
•You are living art. 
•Your body and face portray the one the Bible describes 
as the King. 

For those who have spent years cringing in front of 
mirrors because of their hair, their face or their body, God 
commissioned you as art, as art representing the reign of 
God the reign of love.  And God declared that you are 
good! 

Psalm 97:6 (Moffatt Bible, modified for gender neutral God) “The 
heavens proclaim God’s high authority, all nations 
see God‘s majesty.”  But you carry the likeness of God.  
And you are the living Temple of God, showing God’s 
presence and love.  So be a royal ambassador of love, by 
loving royally.

 NKJV Study Bible.  (2015), 2.16
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